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From the Editrix


Shana has become the proponent of the “Themed Meeting.”  What a great idea!  In June was “Brides” month and in September in was the “Fifties.”  Choose a special theme can bring out the imagination in all of us.  What next?  “Daisy Dukes Night?”  (OK, too much imagination…)  How about “Blond Night?”  (It would give me a reason to buy a new wig.)

Fashion fascinates me.  It seems now that underneath it all it’s what’s behind you that counts.  Yep, butts are back.  Thank Linda for bringing this one to our attention.  

For years we just cruise along dressing once in awhile, feeling kinda guilty, and then it all “clicks.”  Rachel shares her “exponential” story.  Perhaps you too have one that we would find interesting.  Share it with the girls!

If you haven’t visited the new CES chapter website you have a treat in store.  Karen has done a marvelous job of creating an attractive space on line where we can share our best with each other and rest of the world.  We can even meet there and discuss really important or completely trivial stuff.  Make it a favorite on your browser and check in at least a couple of times a week.  Karen is also looking for some helpers to maintain and monitor the site.  Let her know that you want to help.  With a little care our new website can be a wonderful and effective outreach tool.

Lastly, the holiday season is fast approaching…again!  Not only does CES have it’s annual dinner out scheduled for December 11th, but TGEA has invited us along with all members of the gender community to their gala in Arlington, VA on December 4th .  Look for their ad on page seven.  

Still, for the next month at least, I encourage you to "Dance like nobody's watching; love like you've never been hurt. Sing like nobody's listening; live like it's heaven on earth."  - Mark Twain.

Barbara Van Horn
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((( Meeting Schedule

Most regular chapter meetings are held on the fourth Saturday of each month.  Sometimes adjustments are made for holidays, so always 

consult The Wild Rose for the latest updates.  The schedule for the next several months is:

When
Where
What

October 30, 2004 
Meeting room 154 and adjacent room 
It’s Halloween!  Be creative?

November 20, 2004
Meeting room 154 and adjacent room
TBA

December 11, 2004 
Annapolis Room 508 and adjacent room
Christmas Party!  

.

It is good to be a woman: 
1. We got off the Titanic first. 

2. We can scare male bosses with the mysterious gynecological disorder excuses. 

3. Taxis stop for us. 

4. We don't look like a frog in a blender when dancing. 

5. No fashion faux pas we make, could ever rival the Speedo. 

6. We don't have to pass gas to amuse ourselves. 

7. If we forget to shave, no one has to know. 

8. We can congratulate our teammate without ever touching her rear end. 

9. We never have to reach down every so often to make sure our privates are still there. 

10. We have the ability to dress ourselves. 

11. We can talk to the opposite sex without having to picture them naked. 

12. If we marry someone 20 years younger, we are aware that we will look like an idiot. 

13. We will never regret piercing our ears. 

14. There are times when chocolate really can solve all your problems.. 

15. We can make comments about how silly men are in their presence because they aren't listening anyway.
From the Chair

By Janet Engerman

One item that seems to have been mentioned lately is what are the upcoming CES programs.  Although this topic may be addressed elsewhere in this issue let me mention a few items and ideas.  First, for this month the month of October, we plan to have our annual Halloween party at the usual place. The idea is to wear a costume and have a great time. For those who are shy about going out one should remember that this meeting is the day before Halloween or when we were growing up Mischief night or some such name.  After the meeting would be an excellent time to join some of our more experienced members going out to have a coffee or so.  Remember, it is the day before Halloween so you will be expected to be in costume! For those who have concerns about attending the “Holiday Party”* at a restaurant, it would be an excellent time to gain some confidence.

Second, in November we are planning a movie night. This November, we are planning a different movie then we have had for the past few years.  

In December, we are planning our annual “Holiday Party”*.  Shana has already secured reservations for the Alcove at Snyder’s restaurant.  The alcove provides a little more seclusion for our shy members.  It is limited to about 15 – 20 people however; overflow may be taken care of by seating members who are comfortable, outside the alcove room.  Please let any board member know if you plan to attend the December outing so we can keep tabs on our planned attendance. We have our special room at the hotel both before and after the dinner for socializing and changing. We will also arrange transportation for those who need it to and from the hotel.

In January, we plan to have a member of the Maryland State Police come and address us on legal issues such as what to do if stopped while driving en femme.  Start thinking now of any questions you may have for what should be a very informative evening. 

Following January, we have plans for meetings dealing with makeup application, photography or what to do both before and after to make those en femme photos to show off your best (Note: no photos will be taken of any individual unless that individual agrees to be photographed), the fashion show and brides night. 

During our recent vacation, we visited Nova Scotia and PEI in Canada. One of our stops was the city of Halifax in Nova Scotia and specifically Fairview Cemetery in Halifax. As you may know, it was Halifax where most of the victims of the Titanic sinking were brought and it is here where the largest number of these found their final resting place. It was something to be standing roughly 6 feet away from the remains of people who had perished in one of the largest technical mistakes of the 20th century. The thought also crosses one’s mind that we are still among the living, that in all to short a time we too will join them. So here we are alive.  But while we are alive, we must live.  In discussions with many of you, it is obvious that getting dressed and presenting oneself enfemme to ones peers without judgment is a major essence of what we find as really living life.  Therefore, I would encourage you to come out to the meetings, get dressed and enjoy life.

The HRC and Crossdressers

Pro’s and Con’s

Opinion By Shana Roberts

Chi Epsilon Sigma – Baltimore MD

I applaud the efforts of the HRC to “decriminalize” crossdressing.  It’s long overdue.  There are many of us who have gotten in trouble with the law, simply because.  Because we were in the wrong place at the wrong time, because some locality or state has a law on the books prohibiting such “behavior, or because some cop had a fight with his wife or is otherwise having a bad hair day.  To that extent, yes, there shouldn’t be any restriction against crossdressing. Lord knows, as much as Shana goes out, it would certainly be beneficial, not to mention trying to keep track of where it’s OK and where it is NOT OK.

.

It is, however, not the panacea that everyone thinks it would be.  Why?   Let’s see.

Let’s say the HRC is successful in getting a federal law passed to “protect” us, along with other minorities and the Gay community (albeit highly unlikely with the current administration).  Does this law mean we will automatically have the respect of others in the community?  Is a law going to change one’s viewpoint on the subject.  We all know how effective speed limits are, and how well the “tough” laws against drugs work in our favor.  Both have completely eradicated the problems, right?  Does anyone out there think a law will legislate any ones attitudes towards crossdressers if it is not already a favorable one?  Nope, I don’t think so.I’d be ecstatic if I was able to dress as Shana and go to work.  Hell, it’s probably in the top five of things most of us would love to do with our hobby, after all, most of us show off the other hobbies and interests we have to our workplace buddies, don’t we?  But, even if one were to be able to pass 100%, I think we would quickly feel out of place in our work environment, simply because people would still know it was “you”, and (maybe) half the people you work with would never speak to you again.  The plight of the TS gives us a good indication how things would go for “us”.  A good friend of mine some years ago (OK, 10) decided to come out at work.  Out of, maybe, 20 people in her facility, about half gave her the cold shoulder, and would only speak to her when the job required it.  Of the remaining 10, only two or three readily accepted her as the person “they used to know”.   In fact, we would probably run the risk of getting canned for crossdressing at work, even tho it would be against the law…they would find a way.

Do you think it would be any better for us when going to the mall or the supermarket if we had a law?  Probably not.  People would still point and stare.  We would still get nasty comments from teenage boys.  And so on, you get the point.

It will take decades for crossdressing in public to be accepted as normal, maybe even longer.

And we even have some in our own ranks who make it harder.  One crossdresser I know is adamantly against gay marriages.  I asked him why.  It has its roots in the fact that he is a Christian, and it goes against what he believes.  While that in itself is a whole discussion, I pointed out that if he supports the current administration’s effort to ban Gay marriages, does he think they will stop there (his answer was actually indifferent)?  What’s to say that they won’t “come after us next?”  It’s a scary thought, but one that needs to be pondered on when going to vote in November.  The Democrat’s are typically FOR individuals rights, while Republican’s ARE NOT.  Their track records speak for themselves.  I state fact, and not my opinion or political beliefs.  That and their fight against partial birth abortions are the two latest examples of them taking away our freedom.  I know these are highly explosive topics, and many will disagree with my choice of examples, but if we are to survive as crossdressers, we need to consider what has been going on, and what is to come, regardless of which party you vote for.  Yes, we need to move ahead, but that in itself, is not the whole answer. Choose wisely, Grasshopper.

Butts are Back in a BIG Way!

Fashionable Foundation Review 

By Barbara Van Horn

Good grief!  This is REAL!  Well, as real as it gets.  Linda Sullivan forwarded to me a link to a bit of lingerie available at that fashion powerhouse Target.  But, (rats!) no picture.  A little Googling and there it was…

Daily Candy says, “Bubbles, a fascinating butt-boosting product, aims to restore your tush to its former glory (or to heights previously unscaled).”

The Target Red Hot Shop says, “The booty gods giveth, and the booty gods taketh away. Now you can take back the beautiful stack of your butt’s gravity-defying glory days—or just put a little pop in your profile—with these revolutionary Bubbles.”

I found the ad picture at (this is real) www.lovemybubbles.com.  

Is it true "Butts are back in a big way?"  If so what will the next generation of derriere enhancements be…"cross your butt" bras?  Will they gently lift and separate your cheeks?  (I don't THINK so!)  It occurs to me the butt is pretty plain compared to the breasts.  Maybe some paste on butt beauty moles are next.  Will we begin to brag about butt-cup size?  (I used to wear size seven panties, but now I wear a "7C.")  

After years of trying to reduce our butts will Suzanne Sommers be back with "Butt Builder."  "You too can have a bigger more attractive butt in just six weeks with my Butt Builder.  My DVD, "Buns of Bubbles" can have you on your way to the behemoth bottom you've always wanted and men will adore."  

Will men finally come "out of the closet" and admit how much they love "big ol' butts?"  Will we discover that men claiming to love big boobs was just a big misunderstanding?  Good grief!  What next?

Playing Catch Up With Shana

By Shana Roberts

Hi, how’s everyone doing?  Did ya’ll have a good summer….hope so. Well, it’s time to play catch-up with Shana again.  Not much to talk about really.  Just a few notes about the August picnic and this past weekends meeting…..maybe a little on upcoming events.

We had our annual “boys” picnic on August 28th.  In attendance was Martha and Leslie, Danielle, Janet E, Bonnie and Susie, Tiffany Hines, Yvonne and Linda, Leslie, Rosemary, Michaeline Lydia, me, and of course, our hosts, Glenn and Doneene.  Again, a big round of applause for our hosts and all the work they go to for the event, along with the new look to the front of their house.  Many of us stayed around till 8 or so, consuming mass quantities of hamburgers, hot dogs and chicken.  A great time was had by all, and thank you to those traveling great distances to make the picnic a success.

At our kickoff meeting of the fall season, we had 15 people in attendance: Chris and Pattie, Sabrina, Mary Alice, Bobbie, Erica and Janet, Bonnie and Susie, Michaeline, and Rachael Ann.  Making their appearance for the first time was Rachael Ann, who hails from Atlanta, and Michaeline, although she had been to both picnics in the bubba mode (thanks RA).  It was Mary Alice’s 327th meeting : - ).  The theme for the night was back to school, 50’s style.  Chris and Pattie get the prize for the night, having gone to the most trouble and looked great. Go on girls!  Also wearing appropriate styles were me n Linda wearing poodle skirts, and Mary Alice wore a period shift. 

The guest of honor was Dr. Kate Thomas, someone we all look forward to every September (for those of you who miss her at Villa Julie!).  She gave a slightly different talk on how “they” think hormones may play a part in the development of our brain during very specific stages of fetal development.  Many, because of ongoing research, believe that the part of the brain that controls gender can become more male or female oriented, depending on the amount of estrogen or testosterone we are exposed to during development.  She stated that (with the little bit of post death research into the brain that has been done, and she emphasized it hasn’t been on very many “patients”) there seems to be similarity in the size of the anterior hypothalamic gland in women and gay men, and, in a study by Zhou, the BSTc is the same size in F2M TS’ and women, which is smaller than it is an a “normal” man.  The BSTc is part of the hypothalamus gland which controls our sexuality (I think…..she said a lot, and it’s hard to keep it all straight).  Anyways, there was a lot of audience participation, as she was bombarded with questions.  We thank Dr. Thomas for taking time out of her busy schedule to be with us; especially since she wasn’t sure if she was going to make it because she was losing her voice (we had several others absent because of being sick…..hope ya’ll get well soon!).

IF YOU HAVEN’T PAID YOUR ANNUAL DUES YET, please do so, so we don’t have to drop you off the mailing list.  Dues are $36, and $48 per couple.  You can send the check, made out to CES, to the PO box in Brooklandville MD (#505, zip is 21022).

Upcoming events……

- - The next meeting is on October the 30th, the night before Halloween.  We will try to organize a goin out somewhere for those who feel inclined, I’m sure plenty will be going on!  Please, Please, Please!  Wear something you don’t normally wear.  After all, it’s Halloween.  Try doing your favorite TV (that’s TELEVISION), movie or rock star-ess (The Nanny and Designing Women are two of my favorites-damn I’d like to be in charge of the wardrobe for those two shows!).  Be someone you’re usually not.  Have some fun with the hobby!

- - The November meeting will be on Saturday the 20th.

- - The December Christmas Party is set for the 11th, with the room and suite available for changing or whatever.  If anyone wants to stay in the room for the night, please let us know.  There is a $45 charge for the room, which is half price.  We don’t have dinner plans firmed up yet, so details will follow as soon as we know something.

- - One of our sister groups, the TGEA in Washington DC, is having their annual Christmas party on December the 4th.  They always outdo themselves and put on great event, with live entertainment and then yours truly spinning CD’s till 1am.  You should try to go if you have the opportunity.

- - The Renaissance Faire.  Anyone interested?  Tentative dates are Oct 2nd, 17th, 23rd, and 24th.  I have a couple of tickets that I got thru work for 13 bucks if anyone wants to go to the MD Faire.  I’m planning on hitting the PA Faire in Lancaster on the 24th.

- - We had a couple of people express an interest at the meeting for doing the dinner theater thing.  That makes only 3 or 4 people solidly committed besides myself and Marsha and Doneene.  We will need more if you want to go and get a group rate.  Otherwise, we can just plan the event, and whoever makes it, makes it, and we pay regular price.  BTW, we’re looking at the 2nd weekend in November, I believe that is the 13th!

Ta ta for now, Shana.

Lunch at Dora’s in Bay End, New Jersey. 

By   Rosemary and Theresa McQueen

It was a bright sunny day when Theresa and I decided to have lunch at Dora’s restaurant in Bay End, New Jersey.  That morning I started dressing about two hours before leaving for Bay End. It is only about a one half hour drive to Dora’s.  I would have preferred to wear a pretty dress, but we decided that it would be better to wear my blue capris with a matching blue top with white trim. After dressing I put on my makeup with  a blonde wig.  I also wore a red nail polish and my white female running shoes. I also wore my “curvee” padded panty that filled me out around my hips and derriere. On our bureau that has a large glass mirror we have our doll collection. We have porcelain face dolls, Madam Alexander Dolls, Barbie Dolls both the ordinary and the collectable kinds, etc. They look very cute on our bureau and I told Theresa that if grown men can have toy electric trains then Rosemary can have dolls. (I also have a collection of guns that I keep unloaded and locked in a safe).

The restaurant is located on a corner of the Main Street of Bay End and is in an old Victorian house where the downstairs has a soda fountain for the Summer crowd who comes in for ice cream etc. Bay End is at the top of Barnegat Bay and is a very nice town. It is also the Southern end of the Jersey Coast Railroad line that goes to Newark, Jersey City and Penn Station in New York City. The Ocean and beach are across the street and only a short distance away from the Restaurant.

We entered the upstairs dining room that has a very feminine décor and were greeted with “hello Ladies”.  The walls are painted white and the tables and chairs are also white. Each table has a table cloth that has a pastel flower print with a white flounce skirt around the table edges. The tablecloth is protected with a glass top. We were sitting near the end of the enclosed porch that has a sun window and windows with beautiful white curtains that also have flounces like the tablecloths. Hanging from the ceilings were inverted Victorian style umbrellas.  On the walls were framed watercolors and paintings of 19th Century Impressionist painters such as Monet, Degas and Homer. The rooms were decorated in a style that should delight every GG or TG Woman.

We thought that we would be alone where we sat so that we could have a nice “girl talk” conversation, but then four ladies sat down at the adjacent table. That was all right, but I had to be careful that my voice didn’t arouse any suspicion. I do talk in a quiet, soft voice for that reason. I t wasn’t long ago that Theresa would be too embarrassed to sit down with me in such an environment, but she has learned that I pass very well and that I am accepted as a woman. I go by how strange people react to me and not by what I think of myself. Theresa would also notice if anyone seemed suspicious, but that has never happened. I attribute this to my size, age and appearance. We had a nice “girl talk” conversation that included our doll collection, the artistic surroundings in the restaurant and a little about my life after my illness. Theresa had bought for me an “American Girl Doll” some years ago, and recently she bought an adorable nightgown for my doll that is long and white with pink ribbons and bows on it.  I told Theresa that since I have less than normal male hormone for my age as a result of my illness as well as enlarged breasts, I thought that I would be more justified in having SRS than some other sisters who were physically “normal” to begin with. I told Theresa that I could never have SRS especially while she is alive. When we were married we made a Contract with God to stay together “until death do us part”.  I love her too much to hurt her and my family and she wouldn’t want me to do that. We took our Marriage Vows very seriously over 46 years ago.

We ate our lunch without any dessert then departed after using the ladies’ room.  When we drove away I thanked Theresa for allowing me to have this luncheon with her and me dressed as Rosemary.  She had a good time as evidenced by her smiling throughout the luncheon and I had a very good time as well. Theresa does have a pretty smile! Now I must return from this fantasy and return to my normal self .as a man I am glad that I can do that and enjoy the best of both worlds. I wouldn’t want to be a woman all the time. Even a pseudo one.



Life on the Exponential

By Rachel Rene Boyd


A couple of us were talking recently about how our lives as cross dressers changed very quickly in the last few years. After living most of our lives in the closet, once we began to come out, our experiences as a cross dresser accelerated almost explosively. Having scientific backgrounds, we agreed it happened like an exponential function, rising ever so slowly for many, many years, and the growing dramatically in the last few years. Okay, I’ll grant you calling it “life on the exponential” sounds like a guy thing. But let’s admit it. As transgender people we are a curious blend of male and female. 

My own journey began in my mind at my earliest recognition of male and female. By the time I was 4 or 5 years old I was thinking that I would rather be a girl than a boy. Transsexuals will often tell you they knew at this age they were born in the wrong body. My gender dysphoria wasn’t quite that intense. I just knew I’d rather be a girl. But there didn’t seem to be anything I could do about that. 

It wasn’t until I was 8 or 10 that I dared to act on my feminine feelings. I wanted to be like my mother, or my sisters, so I began trying on their clothes. At first it was only for a few minutes at a time, and then only when no one else was at home. Somehow I knew this was “wrong”, so I was very careful to hide how I wanted to be like, feel like, act like, and look like a girl.

Those feelings continued through my teens and into my twenties, but without much change in my occasional experimentation with trying on women’s clothing. I remember being about 20 when I dared to wear female undergarments under my male clothing while walking outside the house for short periods. That seemed like such a rush at the time, but such a baby step today.

It took another 8 years before I first purchased a feminine garment for my own use. That’s when I dared to place a mail order for a skirt and a girdle. But I could only wear them when my wife was not at home. The rest of the time they remained hidden in the attic, the garage, or somewhere else my wife would be very unlikely to venture. 

After we were married for about a year I did tell my wife about my interest in cross dressing. I found by that time I was trying on her clothes much like I had my mother’s and my sister’s clothes. I was confused about why I felt the need to experience cross dressing. I wanted to talk to her about it. But she was less than pleased with this revelation, so I became determined to push cross dressing to the back of my life, if not totally out of my life. 

My slow progression in cross dressing continued, mostly in the closet. By the time I was 30, I borrowed and bought enough clothes to dress completely and venture out of the house. But of course, not too boldly. My adventure of going outside was to drive around in the car at night. Once I got brave enough to park the car and get out, only to get back in within a minute. 

I was 40 before I was confident enough to go outside in the daylight. Even then I would just drive around for a while and then back home. Once I decided to walk though a shopping center. This was a giant step for me, or so it seemed at the time. I didn’t enter any stores, or linger at window-shopping. Some teenagers “made me”, and I was panicked. I couldn’t walk fast enough in those heels to get back to the car!

That whole experience set me back. I was convinced that I would never be able to go out in public en femme. I just couldn’t pass. There just didn’t seem to be any point in continuing to try to cross dress. Each excursion met with frustration. So I entered another purge, and started seeing a psychiatrist. 

The psychiatrist couldn’t “cure” me. I became resigned to the fact that I would never be able to express myself openly as a woman. Whatever caused me to feel this way -- I’d just have to live with it. 

But the slow progression into more cross dressing continued. By the time I was 50 I dressed fully, drove my car in broad daylight 40 miles, and filled it with gasoline at a self-serve gas station. (Pay at the pump, of course. After all, I couldn’t actually talk to anyone.)

That’s about when Internet access became available. I soon learned about Tri-Ess, and for the first time met another cross dresser. For nearly 50 years I thought I was the only person like me – not quite a transsexual, not really a transvestite, but someone who quietly wanted to be female. 

My cross dressing began to accelerate rapidly at this point. First it was getting up enough courage to drive 50 miles and attend a meeting with other cross dressers in a carefully protected room.  Next it was going to a restaurant with other cross dressers. Within a year I found myself going to Williamsburg for a long weekend without taking a stitch of male clothing with me. All kinds of outings became possible. First it was a dinner theater with other cross dressers, then the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and the Corcoran Gallery of Art on my own. I even managed to take an airline trip en femme before 9/11. More recently I’ve been enjoying events that are that are not related to the cross dressing community. Last year I went to a trade show en femme. I met some people there who have since become good friends, but still know me only as Rachel. 

Yes, we’ve come a long way baby! And it has been mostly in the last 6 years after almost 50 years of slowly emerging from the cocoon. It’s truly been an exponential experience!
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Also In This Issue:


Butts are Back in a Big Way!


Crossdressing “Legally?”


Shana Catches Us Up 


Rachel: An Exponential Crossdresser!


	And More!











Dining out with Rosemary.





We Have a New Web Site that is “WOW!”





We’re Invited to a Party!





And Humor Only We Ladies Can Understand.





It’s all inside….
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[The HRC] is, however, not the panacea that everyone thinks it would be.  Why?   Let’s see.








